
We are a Proud PADS Puppy-raising Partner! 

Why are there dogs visiting today? 
This site supports the training of PADS assistance dogs for individuals 
with disabilities. Over the course of the year, PADS puppies-in-
training and their volunteer puppy-raising families will have the 
opportunity to visit 14 community sites at no charge. 
 
The goal is to: 

• provide important community learning experiences for the 
puppies-in-training; 

• say ‘thank you’ to the volunteer families that do this important 
work. 

 
Thank you to our participating sites 

To be updated 
 
 
Dogs in museums, parks and heritage sites? 
Once they have completed training and go into service with clients, 
assistance dogs legally have access to all of the same public spaces 
their human partners do. Puppies-in-training have government issued 
identification that provides them goodwill access to these same 
places. The best way to ensure great 'museum manners' is to provide 
puppies the opportunity to practice, right from the beginning of their 
training. If you have feedback about the program, please speak with 
someone at guest services. 
 
We’re working! 
PADS families are used to answering questions about their puppies-
in-training.  Please remember that these dogs are ‘at work’ when they 
have their capes on.  Please ask before approaching or touching a 
puppy. 
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About PADS 

PADS raises and trains assistance dogs for 
people who are facing the challenges of life with 
a physical disability or who are deaf or hard-of-
hearing. These dogs allow PADS clients to 
experience a greater level of independence and 
an enhanced quality of life. 

For the first 18 months of their lives, PADS puppies live with volunteer 
puppy-raisers. A puppy-raiser is the first and very important step 
toward placing a working dog with a PADS applicant. In this time, 
socialization and exposure to a wide range of experiences prepare 
puppies to do their important work.  

Field trips to community settings are a key component of this period of 
puppy development. New experiences, especially challenging ones in 
noisy or unpredictable environments are opportunities for puppies to 
build the confidence they need to move on to advanced training. For 
more information about PADS, visit www.pads.ca 

About BC Field Trips 

BC Field Trips is a four person volunteer 
group that exists to connect teachers and 
their students with community learning 
experiences.  Through a website that allows teachers to search for 
field trips to match their teaching needs and an annual Field Trip Fair, 
we have helped BC teachers ‘take learning on the road’ since 2003.   

BC Field Trips has used its connections to the community to facilitate 
these field trip experiences for PADS puppies-in-training and their 
volunteer puppy-raising families. For more information about BC Field 
Trips or how this program began, visit www.bcfieldtrips.ca 
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